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W. C. Sellar , RJ Yeatman : 1066 And All That: A Memorable History of England (Methuen Humour Classics) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 1066 And All That: A 
Memorable History of England (Methuen Humour Classics): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Text is just grand. Methuen paperback version is terribleBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0413772705


perMa'atDO NOT BUY THE METHUEN PAPERBACK VERSION, which is very poor quality and basically 
unreable. However, the actual text is absolutely hysterical. (I have another hardback version.) FAIR WARNING: 
there's a lot of fairly esoteric "inside baseball" and unless you're something of a literary and Brit history wonk the 
humor can be largely inaccessible. There are laugh-out-loud puns and fractured literary and historical references on 
practically every page but if your studies and interests haven't stuffed a substantial quantity of the underlying factoids 
in the old belfry along the way, you won't get the jokes. An English public school grad will likely strangle laughing. 
An American (like me) or other origin will probably need to be something of a sponge for useless information with a 
minor in all things Brit. But if that describes you, I can just about guarantee this will become a favorite possession.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant and hilarious!By JennyBrilliant, cheeky, hilarious historical 
comedy. It's surprisingly knowledgeable, so if you don't know a fair bit about British history (I'm an American here - 
we don't even know our own history!), you may not really get it? I honestly don't mean that to be condescending... 
that's just what kind of book this is: it's jokes on history. If you're a history nerd, you'll love it!4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Hardcover edition is way firmer than paperback!By JC DavenportOk I got this because its a 
classic. And its the 75th Anniversary Edition! I must say its probably the quickest hardcover read I've ever 
accomplished. Not one day. One EVENING - and I still have time for baseball!! AND a review!! About the book - 
well its just plain silly. But we historians can appreciate that its HISTORICALLY SILLY! That said, you need to 
know some British history to enjoy much of the silliness, some of which I do, but not really enough. However, if you 
read fast, imagine a British narrator - its pretty darn funny. You can also spot the influences on future humor of Monty 
Python and even Shrek. If you care! But you don't really need the hardcover, other than it's nice and firm. . .

One of the most well-loved and best-selling British humor titles of all time "Canute began by being a Bad King on the 
advice of his Courtiers, who informed him (owing to a misunderstanding of the Rule Britannia) that the King of 
England was entitled to sit on the sea without getting wet." This humorous "history" is a book that has itself become 
part of the UK's history. The authors made the claim that "All the History you can remember is in the Book," and, for 
most Brits, they were probably right. But it is their own unique interpretation of events that has made the book a 
classic; an uproarious satire on textbook history and a population's confused recollections of it.

"...it's certainly the funniest book I ever read as a child and I read it again recently and I just couldn't believe how 
funny it still is ... I love it ... there's a sweetness about it I think which is... it's almost innocent - the pleasure they take 
just in the word play, and the messing around with what's established fact, is absolutely delightful..." Ian Hislop, A 
Good Read, BBC Radio 4* "1066 and All That is the ... greatest historical pastiche in English..." Professor Robert 
Bartlett, Wardlaw Professor of Medieval History, St Andrew's University The Daily Telegraph * "...1066 and All That 
it is an hilarious swipe at history the way it used to be taught... every trope of history teaching is brilliantly sent up..." 
John Sessions, With Great Pleasure, BBC Radio 4*About the AuthorW. C. Sellar and R. J. Yeatman beganpublishing 
their writingin Punch after World War I. Theirbooks include And Now All This, Garden Rubbish, and Horse 
Nonsense. 


