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Roger A. MacDonald M.D. : A Country Doctor's Casebook: Tales from the North Woods (Midwest Reflections) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Country Doctor's 
Casebook: Tales from the North Woods (Midwest Reflections): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Doing it the hard way... thank goodness someone does;By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0873514742


CustomerReally makes you admire people who do medicine on the fringes. Dr. MacDonald's practice was in northern 
Minnesota during the 1950s and to native American peoples in areas without good transportation. Worth the read...1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. May those who came behind them find them faithful!By Susan 
PedersonThose who practiced medicine at this time were faithful to their calling and had a strong constitution. They 
were blessed with a strong work ethic and a compassion without limits.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Interesting ReadBy Bob CollinsCertainly takes the varnish off the small town doctor portrayed in American 
and British movies. All of the problems are the same only the volume of patiens in the country is smaller.I can't 
imagine his workload and wouldn't want it. However, I'm glad he was there to serve.

In the years after the Second World War, a young doctor took up his post in one of the most remote regions of 
northern Minnesota. His term of service turned into a lifetime of caring for the people who made this isolated and 
often lonely place their home. The story of this remarkable adventure in frontline medicine forms the heart of this 
wonderful book.For almost four decades, Roger MacDonald was the country doctor who tended to those in need in an 
area larger than the states of Delaware and Rhode Island combined. Because he was the only doctor for miles, 
MacDonald traveled to the small towns and remote fishing villages, the logging camps and Indian reservation, the one-
room schools and the remote backwoods cabins to practice his craft. In the course of his work, he encountered a 
remarkable group of tough, independent, and idiosyncratic individuals—all of whom relied on him for medical help. 
In turn, they taught MacDonald the importance of patience, human strength, wisdom, humor, and simple 
grace.MacDonald came to know the people he cared for in extraordinarily intimate ways. Treating more than just the 
body, MacDonald became a confidant, advisor, caretaker, and friend as he plied the back roads of the north woods.As 
a storyteller, MacDonald shows us the beauty of this remote region and the charm of those who make their lives there. 
With respect, affection, and humility, MacDonald relates his experiences with those who placed their well-being in his 
hands. The result is a warm and warm-hearted tale of the life of a north country doctor.Praise for A Country Doctor's 
Casebook"This pioneer physician's account of medicine, life, and death in the north of northern Minnesota is suffused 
by humanitarian warmth and humor. We all are there: Native Americans and immigrants, our lives beset by accidents 
and illness, and above all the love and dedication making us who we are, helped by our own Galen. A great read." — 
Robert Treuer, author of The Tree Farm: Replanting a Life"A delight—wonderfully written with a wry sense of 
humor. These stories ring true: compassionate, gentle, loving portraits of people for whom Dr. MacDonald cared 
deeply." — David Hilfiker, M.D., author of Healing the Wounds: A Physician Looks at His Work"Beautiful, 
humorous, and lucidly written, this is a heartwarming and sometimes heartbreaking treasure of American rural medical 
history." — Pierre Delattre, author of Woman on the Cross, Episodes, and Tales of a Dalai Lama

""Beautiful, humorous, and lucidly written, this is a heartwarming and sometimes heartbreaking treasure of American 
rural medical history." 


