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Lian Hearn : Across the Nightingale Floor (Tales of the Otori, Book 1)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Across the Nightingale Floor (Tales of the Otori, Book 1): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Something different in a very good wayBy STI never read books 
twice but I did this one. I actually thought I was reading a different book about the same characters until I got into it 
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and realized I had read it. I kept going because I just love the writing and the Nightingale floor and the musical house 
and gardens. Not a happy story by any means but an interesting and meaningful one--maybe in an odd way. Anyway, I 
would recommend it to fans of Shogun. Even though it has a little supernatural twist, it's not in a hokey way.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. I really enjoyed this book and highly recommend itBy CHASEI really 
enjoyed this book and highly recommend it. I love books that are based upon Japanese culture . This book is in many 
ways similar to Shogun. The story is well written and very entertaining.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Not for me.By ELRNot for me. I found the story hard to get into and the writing style rather juvenile. Couldn't 
finish it. I normally like fiction, fantasy, and historical novels.

An international bestseller, Across the Nightingale Floor is the first book in the Tales of the Otori series by Lian 
Hearn. Don't miss the related series, The Tale of Shikanoko.In his black-walled fortress at Inuyama, the warlord Iida 
Sadamu surveys his famous nightingale floor. Constructed with exquisite skill, it sings at the tread of each human foot. 
No assassin can cross it unheard.The youth Takeo has been brought up in a remote mountain village among the 
Hidden, a reclusive and spiritual people who have taught him only the ways of peace. But unbeknownst to him, his 
father was a celebrated assassin and a member of the Tribe, an ancient network of families with extraordinary, 
preternatural skills. When Takeo's village is pillaged, he is rescued and adopted by the mysterious Lord Otori Shigeru. 
Under the tutelage of Shigeru, he learns that he too possesses the skills of the Tribe. And, with this knowledge, he 
embarks on a journey that will lead him across the famed nightingale floor—and to his own unimaginable destiny...

.com The debut novel of Lian Hearn's Tales of the Otori series, Across the Nightingale Floor, is set in a feudal Japan 
on the edge of the imagination. The tale begins with young Takeo, a member of a subversive and persecuted religious 
group, who returns home to find his village in flames. He is saved, not by coincidence, by the swords of Lord Otori 
Shigeru and thrust into a world of warlords, feuding clans, and political scheming. As Lord Otori's ward, he discovers 
he is a member by birth of the shadowy "Tribe," a mysterious group of assassins with supernatural abilities. Hearn sets 
his tale in an imaginary realm that is and isn't feudal Japan. This device serves the author well as he is able to play 
with familiar archetypes--samurai, Shogun, and ninja--without falling prey to the pitfalls of history. The novel fills a 
unique niche that is at once period piece and fantasy novel. Hearn unfolds the tale of Takeo and the conflicting forces 
around him in a deliberate manner that leads to a satisfying conclusion and sets the stage for the rest of the series. --
Jeremy PughFrom Publishers WeeklyMystical powers and martial arts rampage through this pseudo-Japanese story, 
the first of a projected trilogy by newcomer Hearn, with an abandon that's head spinning. From the entrance of the 16-
year-old hero, Takeo, as he is about to be swatted down by a mounted horseman and the way he can become invisible 
or make a duplicate of himself when he needs to, to the head-rolling decapitations that follow interminably, the 
impossible becomes the semiplausible. Takeo, who joins the Otori clan, is a religious outcast, and also, surprisingly, a 
member of "the Tribe," a secretive race that has unusual mental and physical powers that lend them an unworldly air. 
Takeo learns how to control his burgeoning talents just in time to avenge the death of his mentor, while politics and 
clan rivalries lead to an increasing amount of graphic bloodshed. Takeo enjoys a few blissful moments with the 
fetching Lady Kaede Shirakawa but, unfortunately, she is not destined to be his, now or in the future. For fans of 
Japanese samurai warrior fantasy, this novel is right in the ballpark, filled with swords, clan in-fighting, love affairs, 
invisibility and magical Ninja powers. However, for those looking for something with a bit of depth, the author tends 
to gloss over the details of why and how. Takeo learns the craft of the Tribe offstage and all the political maneuvering 
that goes into the clan warfare is rather murky. Hopefully, the next book will show what Hearn is really capable 
of.Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalAdult/High School-Fleeing the 
slaughter of his village and pursued by Lord Iidu's warriors, Tomasu, 16, expects to die. Raised among the Hidden, he 
is forbidden to kill and is expected to forgive his enemies, tenets he sets aside in favor of revenge. When Otori Shigeru 
steps into his path, Tomasu thinks the worst; instead Shigeru kills one pursuer and seriously wounds another. Given 
the name Takeo by Shigeru, the grieving teen gives up speaking for a time and finds that his hearing becomes 
preternaturally sharp. Other strange abilities manifest themselves as well, marking him as a member of the Tribe, five 
families resembling ninjas. Shigeru also desires revenge upon Iidu for the loss of much of the Otori ancestral lands and 
the death of his younger brother. Takeo allies himself with Shigeru and accepts formal adoption. Meanwhile, Lady 
Shirakawa Kaede, tarnished with a reputation for bringing death to men, is contracted to marry Shigeru. These story 
lines converge just as Takeo's life begins to fly apart. His situation is complicated, and his unique talents and 
background mark him as a hero of epic proportions. Although much about this tale seems to place it in feudal Japan, 
Hearn states that this is an imaginary country. In this riveting first entry in a trilogy, all major characters are introduced 
and the various conflicts defined, but readers will have to wait for future volumes to reach the final resolution. This 
book should be popular with many readers, not just those who admire well-written and intriguing fantasy.Jody Sharp, 
Harford County Public Library, MDCopyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


