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James Kirkwood : P.S. Your Cat Is Dead: A Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised P.S. Your Cat Is Dead: A Novel: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It's A Script VersionBy JMinshI wasn't paying attention when I 
ordered this; it is a PLAY and not a book. I love James Kirkwood books and was desperately seeking a Kindle edition 
copy of "There Must Be A Pony" when I came across this one. It is a script edition so it is hard to read unless you are 
into reading scripts. I just wanted to warn you to pay attention and look closely before you order this.BTW: I 
eventually found a book version to read, it's kind of a strange story and I'm having a tough time getting into it enough 
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to really sit down and read it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the Best Most Odd(ly) 
Fascinating books everBy Jim from TexasOne of the Best Most Odd(ly) Fascinating books ever!My 83 yr old 
grandfather got me to read it, it was one of his favorites he'd always go back to re-read.I myself have now read it 
twice!And watched the movie (You can also find here on ) multiple times as well!!![Just read the book 1st, then watch 
the movie]2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ridiculous and strange, but entertainingBy Michael L. 
WiersmaI hesitate to sum this book up, for its nuances and innuendo are at once very clear and rather implied. In other 
words, the mark of a good book or movie is that it makes you think and wonder. This book makes you do both.The 
other good part is that I wanted to finish it, sooner rather than later, and gave up some much-needed beauty sleep to do 
it. So there is value in this book.This scenario involves a wretchedly unhappy and unsuccessful "sad sack" man who 
manages to catch, tie up, and proceed to torture the (gay) man who is attemtpting to burgle (is that a word?) his 
apartment for the third time. Once the tying up and pants-removing is done (don't ask,) where things go from there is 
anybody's guess, including an ex-girlfriend and a sexually-adventurous (maybe predatory) friend, who stop by.I didn't 
realize that this book was written in 1972 until after I had finished it. Yes, there are some sorta dated views and 
theories, along with some philosophies that hold up well in our "modern" and "enlightened" times. Certainly the 
knowledge of the age of this story helps to understand it, and many of the references to music went right over my 
head.It's not hard to figure out, but I felt the book was more mysterious underneath the surface than I expected, and not 
at all clear, for instance, about whether much of the burlgar's rantings were true, rooted in truth, or simply huge lies. I 
would have also liked a more definitive and clearer ending, but it's just a matter of taste. I think you can read into it 
whatever you want, and that was probably the author's intent.Overall, it's mostly pretty fascinating, and certainly is 
worth your time. I'd stop short of saying it was hilarious (I didn't think it was; amusing, yes, but hilarious, no.) I'd also 
stop short of saying it was a classic, but is something I found real hard to put down once I got going.

It's New Year's Eve in New York City. Your best friend died in September, you've been robbed twice, your girlfriend 
is leaving you, you've lost your job...and the only one left to talk to is the gay burglar you've got tied up in the 
kitchen... P.S. your cat is dead.An instant classic upon its initial publication, P.S. Your Cat is Dead received 
widespread critical acclaim and near fanatical reader devotion. The stage version of the novel was equally successful 
and there are still over 200 new productions of it staged every year. Now, for the first time in a decade, James 
Kirkwood's much-loved black humor comic novel of manners and escalating disaster returns to bewitch and beguile a 
new generation.

“With every page the situation gets crazier, zanier, more improbable, also funnier...Kirkwood's bizarre humor comes 
off, thanks to his ability to throw opposites together, with a stand up comic's timing.” ?Publishers Weekly“An 
extraordinary novel...an ingenious, intriguing, and also moving story about two losers who become friends. It is also a 
revealing book about burning your bridges behind you.” ?Sacramento Union“This novel is woven together with such 
artistic acumen that suspense never ebbs. The plot structure, characterization, dialog and style are virtually flawless.” 
?Chicago Sun-Times“James Kirkwood manages to combine the most marvelous light witty dialogue with the most 
harrowing of events...absolutely fascinating--I couldn't stop reading from the minute the first shot was fired.” ?Nora 
EphronAbout the AuthorJames Kirkwood was a prominent figure in the theater world as well as the author of several 
novels. He's best remembered as the co-author of the long-running musical A Chorus Line and for P.S. Your Cat is 
Dead. 


