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Roger Longrigg : Paper Boats  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Paper Boats: 

The proceeds of a wage robbery come, by mistake, into the hands of Gregory Pratt as he sits on his commuter train. 
Gregory lives, with his father, in deprived circumstances in an old mansion which is converted into a form of 
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commune for distressed gentlefolk. Gregory struggles with his conscience over the money, but his father is certain; no 
one will suffer if they apply the find to their own purposes, and those of their neighbours. This is a story of high 
comedy, shrewd observation, and an exciting read from cover to cover.

"Mr. Longrigg has moments when he resembles P.G. Wodehouse at the peak of his form. He has ideas that would 
seem inspired in an Alec Guiness or Peter Sellers comedy about London crime. His prose is smooth and neat." (New 
York Times)"Original and lively." (Time and Tide)"Exciting, and often very funny." (The Listener)"A funny and 
compassionate book with some excellent observation of the commuter population." (Punch)About the AuthorRoger 
Longrigg was a British author of unusual versatility who wrote both novels and non-fiction, along with plays and 
screenplays for television, under both his own name and eight other pseudonyms. Born in Edinburgh into a military 
family, he was at first schooled in the Middle East, but returned to England as a youth and later read history at 
Magdalen College, Oxford. His early career took him into advertising, but after the publication of two comic novels 
took up writing full time in 1959. He completed fifty five books, many under his own name, but also Scottish 
historical fiction as Laura Black; thrillers as Ivor Drummond (for which his chief character, Lady Jennifer Norrington 
was named by HRF Keating in 'The Times' as the 'True heir of James Bond'); black comedies as Domini Taylor; Frank 
Parish (which titles feature the adventures of Dan Mallett, a poacher who lives on the edges of legality) - and famously 
Rosalind Erskine - a name with which he hoaxed all for several years, and who appeared to write a disguised 
biography of what life was like in a girls boarding school where the classmates ran a brothel for boys from a nearby 
school. Erskine's 'The Passion Flower Hotel' became a bestseller and was later filmed. Roger Longrigg's work in 
television included 'Mother Love', a BBC mini-series starring Diana Rigg and David McCallum, and episodes of 
'Crown Court' and 'Dial M for Murder'. He died in 2000, aged 70 and was survived by his wife, the novelist Jane 
Chichester, and three daughters. 


