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Ronald Thomas West : Penucquem Speaks: A Look at Our World From a Different Culture before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Penucquem Speaks: A Look at Our World
From a Different Culture:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Correct ActionBy Michael WillingPenucquem Spesaks takes the

reader on awalk into way of thinking and being that is inherently contrary to the Western Worldview. Experiencing
life with the Blackfeet in the last part of the 20th century, Ron isimmersed in the knowledge of living of the last old
ones. | recommend anyone wanting to understand right thinking and right action, learned from a Native world-view,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1419646745

read this book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Unique BookBy M. BrieseOver the last 200 years
Ron West is one of the few whitesto get an unfettered inside view of the Native American world. He does not look in
from the outside, but was directly taught by widely known and respected healers. He became a part of it. His transition
from western civilization to the ancient Oral Tradition Indian world allowed him to acquire a unique knowledge. Y ou
discover the outcome in this book, a deep insight into this world from the Native perspective. The attentive reader will
find information unavailable to this time because westerners were not allowed this knowledge, forbidden to outsiders.
Dr. Karl Schlesier mentionsin his foreword the chapter on the Stick Game divination is the best ever written in
literature. Why has this happened now? Y ou may find the answer in the very first sentences of the book, in Medicine
Man Pat Kennedy's words:" | want the whole world to know". These words invite the reader to see and understand.
With much Indian humor and sharp words of truth, westerners should bear in mind thisis not only a book to explain
the Indian worldview. Y ou're also going to see your own civilization from the Indian eyes. This is sometimes a painful
thing, even to the open minded. To those who are deeply rooted in western society and believe oursisthe only road to
walk, it could be a hazard to read this book.Be that as it may, let's go on ajourney with Strawberry (my favorite
chapter) and keep in mind everybody is welcome to become the 23rd generation.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. A brilliant, evocative novel!By Ahasiwl personally know the author and support the material in his
book. | believe that Ron broke brand new ground when he sought to have it published. And with anything new, it
becomes subjected to all sorts of opinions, whether good or bad. In my opinion, Ron's book is long overdue in our
weird digointed society, and | hope that Ron's 'Indian Country' stories will educate the world as to how ‘Indian
Country' really isin reality. Granted, this book was written from Ron's perspective, but | am also involved in Indian
Country and can state what he says is the truth. Pat Kennedy was also my Grandfather, and the front cover photo was
taken by me.l am glad Ron wrote this book because there are many ‘white people' who have traditionally ‘apprenticed
under male and female elders and have al ot of information to share from what they have learned. It is extremely
important for us to be involved in preserving the 'old ways' through oral instruction and lessons taught in
person/ceremony.Pat Kennedy gave Ron his blessing to write this very important book; and al | can hope is that
whomever reads it will be enlightened, entertained, and exposed to a rare glimpse of what happened to Ron as he
transitioned from standard-issue 'white' culture to becoming a valued and honored warrior in 'Indian Country'.

EXTRAORDINARY MEMOIR: | found PENUCQUEM SPEAK Stotally fascinating, unlike anything else I've ever
read. | don't know of anyone who has had the unique experience Ron has had, of living in two cultures, and therefore
being in aposition to learn from that. Quite an amazing trajectory, from Vietnam to Blackfeet culture. And Ron's
analysis of Whiteman thinking, Whiteman culture, fundamentalism, the difference between Jesus and Paul -- all very
interesting to me. Ron West brings us back to what Indian culture cherished, the equality of women, the preservation
of nature, everything that 'progress and 'civilization' have corrupted. HOWARD ZINN

About the AuthorRon West is aretired investigator that had worked primarily in Human Rights and is published in
that field together with Dr Mark D Cole under thetitle "The Right of Self Determination of Peoples and its
Application to Indigenous Peoplesin the USA: The Mueller-Wilson Report" ISBN 3-7890-7023-8



