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Gene Logsdon : Pope Mary and the Church of Almighty Good Food  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pope Mary and the Church of Almighty Good Food: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Another gem from Gene LogsdonBy D. C. ThayerI'll start this 
review by stating that I am a huge fan of Gene Logsdon's work. I own almost every book he has written, and have read 
most of them multiple times. This means that I was eagerly awaiting the release of this new book. I was not 
disapointed!First, the good. It turns out that this book is sorta-kinda a sequal to Gene's novel "The Last of the 
Husbandmen". Several of the characters and locations from that story resurface here, and provide an enjoyable update 
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to the lives of those folks and areas. The central story, however, is all new. I won't give any spoilers here, but I will say 
that depending on your religious and agricultural views you'll either be very upset or cheering along with the story's 
heroes. I fall squarely in the latter camp. (By the way, according to Logsdon, this story is based upon real events that 
took place in his community.)The reason I gave this book four stars instead of five is some slight annoyances I found 
with repetition that I had not experienced before in Logsdon's work. For example. the main character is too frequently 
referred to as "that heathen bitch" by the story's antagonists. I don't have a problem with the language, just the 
repetition. Similar instances are present; however, I am not going to mention them because, hey, maybe it's just 
me.Overall, this was an enjoyable read that I know I will revisit, especially after re-reading "The Last of the 
Husbandmen". I wholeheartedly recommend it!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book was so 
great i just could not stop reading until it was ...By Helen LyonsThis book was so great i just could not stop reading 
until it was done. And it had a very great message in it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Addicted to 
LogsdenBy KyddylI love a subtle satirical quality and this book is very good in that respect. You get the big time ag 
guy, the greedy, the stubborn, the stupid, the disgusting, the decent, the lofty, the narrow minded, the adaptable, the 
practical and the plain old sneaky, often several of those qualities in the same characters. It's a strong broad social 
statement set in a rural area and it's both touching and very funny. It's engaging escapism that says plenty worthwhile 
to be guilt free. Inspiring even. Don't worry about several of the characters seeming to have come from other of 
Logsden's works, just enjoy it! I certainly did and it's a "keeper".

Vinal County, Ohio is a place where corn is king and soybeans are a distant cousin. The spires of regal Catholic 
churches rise out of the farm landscape and are living testimony to the faith of God-fearing farm families who lived 
here without change for generations. Then, one day the higher-ups in Rome decide to shut down these churches and 
make way for some good old-fashioned 21st century style efficiency. A mini-revolution occurs within the churchyard 
and the locks on the venerable church door is shattered, leaving it swinging in the wind, and the sanctuary open to all. 
A cast of zany characters emerge: from Mary Barnette who dubs herself Pope, to the horse-riding, sheep-tending priest 
Fr. Ray, to a greedy parish priest who tries to cash in on the ethanol boom, to a group of Catholic royalists calling 
themselves the Defenders of the Door. The original contrary farmer himself ruminates on the nature of religion and 
belief in this barnstormer of a book. Razor sharp satire, flawless characterization, telling dialogue, and formidable 
comic situations make this third novel by veteran farm and nature writer Logsdon a must-read.

Logsdon s talent for writing situational comedy is supreme ... --Nelly Heitman, Foreword MagazineIn a Logsdon 
sentence, words cavort to a cadenced conclusion: subjects seduce, clauses compel, predicates provoke. Above all, a 
Logsdon effort evokes a wondrous wellspring of emotional response. --Joe Dan Boyd, Farm JournalIt is with his great 
storytelling ability that he persuades us to pay attention to our desires, even as he shares his own. Logsdon's stories are 
rich in details and personalities, tension and drama ... --Beth SlocumIn a Logsdon sentence, words cavort to a 
cadenced conclusion: subjects seduce, clauses compel, predicates provoke. Above all, a Logsdon effort evokes a 
wondrous wellspring of emotional response. --Joe Dan Boyd, Farm JournalIt is with his great storytelling ability that 
he persuades us to pay attention to our desires, even as he shares his own. Logsdon's stories are rich in details and 
personalities, tension and drama ... --Beth SlocumAbout the AuthorGene Logsdon raises sheep and lives in Upper 
Sandusky, Ohio with his wife, Carol. He is the author of 26 books, including The Lords of Folly (published by Wicker 
Park Press), The Mother of All Arts, You Can Go Home Again, The Contrary Farmer, The Pond Lovers, and All Flesh 
is Grass. 


