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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pride and Prejudice and 
Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls (Pride and Prej. and Zombies): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. "You see Mr. Collins, God has no mercy. And neither must we."By 
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KeroberusWhen I first saw the movie I thought Elizabeth played by Lily James was brilliant. So I headed to the 
bookstore and bought a copy of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, determined to savor it page by page. It was really 
witty and had much more detail than the movie, which is what I was going for.When I read the line Elizabeth coldly 
said to her cousin Collins, not far into the book, I had to put the book down. I decided I had to read the prequel to 
understand who Elizabeth was at that moment and what had brought her to such cold sentiment.So I bought the Kindle 
version of Dawn of the Dreadfuls I was wondering if it was going to be as entertaining. It wasn't just that, it was awe 
inspiring. I understand now why the Bennets are considered the saviors of Hertfordshire and how they came to be that 
way. I understand her coldness came with her "coming out" ball, and the lessons she learned when her innocence died 
that night. Perhaps that's why, in the movie, her sisters had to persuade her to smile more. After what she's been 
through I'm amazed her character can pull it off when she meets Mr. Bingley.By the time we see her in Zombies, she 
is a full fledged warrior, as are her sisters. Before reading this prequel, I often felt I was missing so much of the 
picture.The appreciation for this book is that it fills in much of the missing universe in the Movie. Even before you 
read Zombies for the first time, I feel like everyone should read Dawn of the Dreadfuls. It makes Lizzy and Jane's 
marrying Darcy and Bingley all the more fulfilling.The book stops abruptly and really it should have ended with their 
father sending them off to China to train for real, but it ended on a good note.What I found appalling in both this and 
Zombies was the cultural disparaging. While it's feasible Mr. Bennett may have at one point trained in Japan, since he 
was richer before he was married, but his master was Chinese, a Master Liu, which means he must have trained in 
China. But he uses a katana, which is a distinctly Japanese weapon, honed by honored families sanctioned by 
Imperials to make blades. No self-respecting kung fu master or Shaolin temple priest would wield a katana because the 
Chinese looked down upon the Japanese for most of the existence of the Middle Kingdom. Shaolin kung fu precedes 
even samurai, hence the superiority complex. Also, no self respecting blade master of Japan would sell one to anyone 
who was not samurai. Anyone who has studied Asian history would know that the katana and the Chinese jian are 
NOT interchangeable. I'm not talking about historical accuracy but CULTURAL accuracy. Asians are not 
interchangeable nor are they all the same, so to interchange the cultures is really kind of insulting in this day and age. 
There is a thing called Google, you know; it's in the thing called the Internet.Cultural stupidity aside, I did like this 
book because it explained everything behind that one sentence uttered by Elizabeth in Chapter 15 of Zombies.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. HAAIEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!By S. L. Majczan3.5 starsAs one review stated 
you have to read this as a tongue in cheek farcical take-off of Pride and Prejudice. I was smiling at the nonsensical 
action all the way through. This is not my usual fare in reading although I have read hundreds of Jane Austen Fan 
Fiction books and PP is my favorite variation. But it is almost unthought-of for me to read of fantasy creatures in 
connection with these romances. Books about Vampires, Werewolves, Sea Creatures, and Zombies belong on other 
book shelves in my opinion.However when I learned that a movie is being released in February of 2016 titled Pride 
and Prejudice and Zombies (from the sequel to this book) the thought of reading the novel began to rattle around in my 
brain. I then learned from a friend, Claudine, that there was both a prequel and a sequel. So I finally decided to dive 
in.I dont want to relate too much of the story although I cant really say that there was much mystery involved. 
Language from canon is used on various pages but rarely as in canon. The characters are few of those with which we 
are familiar: Mr. and Mrs. Bennet and 5 daughters, Charlotte, Mrs. Long and Mrs. Hill and the setting is Hertfordshire 
with Meryton, Longbourn and Netherfield. We have 3 men posturing for 2 of the sisters. But nowhere to be found in 
this book are the Bingleys or the Darcys or even Colonel Fitzwilliam. There is, however, a mention of Lady Catherine 
and her role is a surprise.The undead/THE DREADFULS enter upon this tale immediately as we read of a funeral 
service during the which the corpse stirs from his casket. His wife is all happiness as she believes he was NOT dead 
and that a mistake has been made and she wants to embrace him. We learn here that a plague of the Dreadfuls occurred 
a number of years back and that Mr. Bennet was one of the successful warriors against that incursion, BUT he has 
failed in his oathhe has not reared his daughters to be warriors! Enter one Master Hawksworth, trained in the oriental 
martial arts, he wastes no time taking over a garden shed to use as a training center, a dojo, and ALL the Bennet girls 
are soon under his command. As this action evolves we read of a ripple in the connection between a Master and one of 
his students. But as we read of how he holds her in esteem we also learn of a secret he holds concerning his own 
abilities.Close behind the Master enters into Hertfordshire a Dr. Keckilpenny who seeks to use science to turn these 
savage undead creatures back into the English gentlemen and ladies on which the British Empire is founded. He too 
sees Miss Elizabeth Bennet as an asset to help him seek his goal. Meanwhile in Netherfield lurks a different type of 
monster. One who is not a fantasy creature, but nevertheless one who preys on the innocents and then makes sure they 
dont get in his way. Lord Lumpley is no Charles Bingley but he does admire the beautiful and demure Jane Bingley.So 
can I recommend this book? I would say that if you plan to see the movie that you might want to read the books which 
are the source of that. But if you are looking for the romance for which PP is so well loved, you may be disappointed. 
However I say that having only read this prequel and the first several chapters of the main book. Those chapters seem 
to follow canon very closelyexcept for a disruption at the Meryton Assembly. Poor Mrs. Long: she will never be able 
to gossip about how Mr. Darcy sat next to her for all of a half of an hour without speaking one word to her!1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Dreadful (Pun intended)By Nick and LaurenThis is a dreadful book (pun 



intended). Seriously. It's like the author never read Pride and Prejudice and Zombies. The discrepancies are too 
numerous to mention. Huge plot holes, the ridiculous attempt at a romantic triangle, complete disregarded for the 
original work and Austens style of writing. Its a travesty. Not worth reading at all, as its certainly cannot be cannon. 
Worthless book.

Complete with romance, action, comedy, and an army of shambling corpses, this prequel to the hit mash-up novel will 
have Jane Austen rolling in her graveor crawling out of it! Four years before the events of Pride and Prejudice and 
Zombies, the Bennet sisters are enjoying a peaceful life in the English countryside, reading, gardening, and 
daydreaming about future husbandsuntil a funeral at the local parish goes strangely and horribly awry. Suddenly, 
corpses are springing from the soft earthand only one family can stop them. As the bodies pile up, Elizabeth Bennet 
grows from a naive young teenager into a savage slayer of the undead. Along the way, two men vie for her affections: 
Master Hawksworth is the powerful warrior who trains her to kill, while thoughtful Dr. Keckilpenny seeks to conquer 
the walking dead using science instead of strength. Will either man win the prize of Elizabeths heart? Or will their 
hearts be feasted upon by hordes of marauding zombies?

From Publishers WeeklyIn this prequel to Seth Grahame-Smith's Jane Austen revamp Pride and Prejudice and 
Zombies, the town of Meryton has grown quiet and complacent while the long-lived zombie menace lays dormant. 
Taking place five years before Bingley moves into Netherfield, and sightings of "unmentionables" have become 
routine, this story kicks off with a certain Mr. Ford sitting up in the middle of his own funeral. In response, the Bennet 
sisters begin intensive training in the deadly arts with their warrior father and a new Master. Their neighbors, much 
slower on the uptake, are variously dismembered, disillusioned, and eventually convinced to prepare for a terrifying 
final confrontation. With a sure grasp of Austen's characters and the social structures of the times, Hockensmith is 
loyal to the material's roots but, divorced from any particular text, he's able to take Grahame-Smith's silly, raunchy, 
violent tone much farther than in the first volume. Mixing taught horror-movie action with neo-Austen meditation on 
identity, society, and romance, this happy sacrilege is sure to please fans of Grahame-Smith's original mash-up. 15 bw 
illustrations. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistEdgar winner Hockensmith turns to zombie lit in this prequel to Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (2009). 
Ever wondered how the Bennett sisters got to be such great zombie killers? Hockensmith explains all in the story of 
the return of the zombie plague and Mr. Bennetts secret history. When a neighbor rises up out of his coffin in the 
middle of a funeral, Mr. Bennett shrugs off the lifestyle of a Regency England gentleman and returns to his old calling 
as a warrior dedicated to eradicating the Unentionables. Turning the greenhouse into a dojo, he trains all five Bennett 
girls, with the help of fellow warrior Master Hawksworth, to take up his questjust in time, too, as a deadly incursion is 
under way. Hockensmith does not abandon Austens original characters. Mrs. Bennett is the most true to the original, 
and even silly Kitty and Lydia are the same, only they fight instead of fuss over men. Elizabeth, from whose point of 
view significant elements of the story are told, is the most fully developed, and while she departs a little from the 
original, its not so far as to make Austen fans cringe (given that theyre OK with zombies, of course). This is a must-
read for the growing legion of alternate-Austen fans (including, naturally, everyone who has read Pride and Prejudice 
and Zombies). --Jessica Moyer Zombie-centric plot required to measure up to standards of both Austen and horror 
fansno easy task. Now a New York Times Best Seller, the book seems to have struck a chord with both.TechlandIts a 
romp of a book.McClatchy Newspapers Mixing taught horror-movie action with neo-Austen meditation on identity, 
society, and romance, this happy sacrilege is sure to please fans of Grahame-Smith's original mash-up.Publishers 
Weekly This is a must-read for the growing legion of alternate-Austen fans.Booklist 


