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Steven M. Johnson : Public Therapy Buses, Information Specialty Bums, Solar Cook-A-Mats and Other 
Visions of the 21st Century  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Public Therapy Buses, Information Specialty Bums, Solar Cook-A-Mats and Other Visions of the 21st 
Century: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Weirdly prescientBy handpickedbooksIt's just uncanny how many of 
this things pictured humorously in this 1991 book have essentially come into existence and become part of our lives in 
2010. Who IS this guy??

The 21st century is upon us and the whole world wonders, "What will it bring?" Here is an illustrated book of 
lighthearted prophecy that presents products and systems designed to improve the lives of the next information-addled, 
sleep-starved generation of Americans joining the work force. 200 line drawings.

About the AuthorIn 1974, at age 35 Steven M. Johnson had a sideline business creating cartoons for publication in 
magazines. His satirical images on environmental issues were appearing each issue in The Sierra Club Bulletin, later 
renamed Sierra Magazine. An editor asked him to invent and draw 16 satirical images of future recreation vehicles and 
he produced more than 100 ideas before he decided to stop. Since then, his whimsical inventions have appeared in 
magazines newspapers and books in the U.S., Japan and Sweden. They are often seen online at sites that feature 
unusual ideas for products and inventions. His three books display his often odd, whimsical, plausible and at times 
prophetic ideas. His three careers have all touched on the subject of the future, first as an urban planner working on 
future city plans, second as a newspaper illustrator creating a weekly cartoon panel that showed his ideas for future 
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products, and lastly in the RD section of a Japanese auto maker working as a futurist working in a small department 
that studied future trends and scenarios. 


