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Mitchell Deaver : Railway Man  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Railway Man: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. my time on the KwaiBy Gweneth Greenhad seen interview with 
author on TV but missed the film - what a wonderful conclusion to a very painful period in our time and in a landscape 
both admired and enjoyed in recent times when my late husband and I had the honour to stay along the Kwai - hard to 
imagine the traumas experienced there in WWII0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I can give a better 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1477299734


review after I read itBy rjmyhresrI didn't intend to order this book, but I plan to read it. I intended to order the Lomax 
book and did. I can give a better review after I read it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy 
Kim E.I ordered this by mistake. I wanted the one by Eric Lomax

Railway Man begins with author Mitchell Deaver paying a nostalgic visit to Bickle signal box, base of boyhood 
adventures described in his first book Railway Boy. Shortly after, he leaves rural Yorkshire for life in the big cities. It 
is 1968. Railway Man describes the emotionally devastating draw-down of steam traction on British Railways. Three 
steam sheds remain: Carnforth, Lostock Hall and Rose Grove. The end comes when the last steam train runs on 11th 
August. The total steam ban is unbearable. Mitchell Deaver's brainchild, the Return to Steam Committee, tries to get 
steam back on British Railways. In 1980 Mitchell Deaver achieves a boyhood dream and becomes a signalman on the 
busy North London Line. Railway Man describes the realities of operating a mechanical signal box, one that is open 
continuously. Life as a signalman is not without incident. A mischievous letter prompts a visit from senior 
management. Signal box operations degenerate into a scene from the Marx Brothers. A signalmen's night out turns 
into a baffling conspiracy. In this true story set in the cities of Birmingham, Liverpool and London and spanning two 
decades, Railway Man describes a monumental battle between, on one side, Mitchell Deaver's love of railways and, on 
the other, forces that try to draw him elsewhere. Which side wins?

About the AuthorMitchell Deaver acquired a passion for steam engines and for railway signalling during his childhood 
in 1950s North Yorkshire, all of which he described in his first book Railway Boy. Boyhood experiences had a 
profound effect on adult life, as is revealed in this, his second book. Following a long and varied working life, a 
significant part of which was railway employment, Mitchell Deaver is now retired, and lives near Windsor, 
Pennsylvania, United States. With his wife of twenty-eight years, he enjoys gardening, walking and cycling. In a busy 
retirement, his spare time is spent building an extensive "00" gauge model railway. 


