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Hugh Rawson : Unwritten Laws: The Unofficial Rules of Life as Handed Down by Murphy and Other Sages 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Unwritten Laws: The 
Unofficial Rules of Life as Handed Down by Murphy and Other Sages: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy BetheOnei bought this book for my incarcarated friend 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0609803042


he wanted some books to read i was glad i could find a reasonable price for them. It was shipped directly to him 
without a problem.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful title for training professionals!By 
Kelvin Y C FungI got a copy of this book from a local book store. What impresses me is Hugh Rawson's ability to 
locate the source of the "law". Reading this book is both easy and inspirational. As a management trainer, I found this 
book a great tool for my own REFLECTION:Do I have beliefs that is questionable? Have I investigated all aspects of 
the problem? Am I afraid of making mistake and looking stupid?These are the reflections I've come across while 
reading it at the bookstore (before I made the purchase, I've spent more than an hour reading it).While developing 
management training course, I often come across situations when I want to include something inspirational in the 
course manual. If this looks familiar to you, Rawson's book is for you. It literally has everything you need to know 
about "unwritten laws" from the infamous Murphy's Law to those of the great ancient Chinese thinkers.Get yourself a 
copy! Kelvin's Law: "You only miss those thing you've haven't done at the right time!"4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. The Dice Are HiddenBy thomas kowalskiA wonderfully-crafted and edited collection of 
unwritten maxims -- many of which I have often improperly quoted -- Hugh Rawson's volume clears up many 
misconceptions and offers insightful historical anecdotes to amplify many of the "laws" than most of us live by 
(without acknowledging them).Perhaps the most metaphysical of all is "Haldane's Observation;" that God doesn't play 
with dice (echoed in Einstein's theory that all of the universe's movements/activities are ultimately understandable). 
Rawson cleverly adds Stephen Hawking's contradictory observation that God not only shoots dice, but that they often 
land where man can't find them.Totally enjoyable and entertaining, can be read straight through or left on the shelf as a 
"reference book," to be taken down as the occasion merits.Thom Kowalski

CAPONE'S LAW. You can get a lot more done with a kind word and a gun than with a kind word alone.LANCE'S 
LAW. If it ain't broke, don't fix it.MILLER'S LAW. The quality of food in restaurants is in inverse proportion to the 
number of signed celebrity photographs on the wall.WALPOLE'S LAW. Every man has his price.Unwritten Laws is a 
wonderfully entertaining treasury of more than five hundred rules, strategies, and ironical insights, with many 
amendments and corollaries, all associated with particular individuals. Organized alphabetically, from Lady Astor 
("All women marry beneath them.") to Zeno ("The goal of life is living in agreement with nature."), from Woody 
Allen ("Eighty percent of success is showing up.") to Oscar Wilde ("There are two tragedies in life. One is not getting 
what one wants, and the other is getting it."), Unwritten Laws contains a generous sampling of the collective wisdom 
of humankind. Hugh Rawson not only gives sources and dates for the law's, but annotates them with fascinating 
details. For example, Alfred Lord Tennyson's widely accepted "In the spring a young man's fancy turns lightly to 
thoughts of love" turns out to be a mistake, recent research showing that male testosterone levels are actually higher in 
the fall! This delightful book is as wonderful for browsing as it is for providing guidance over the rocks and shoals of 
life.

From the Inside FlapCAPONE'S LAW. You can get a lot more done with a kind word and a gun than with a kind word 
alone.LANCE'S LAW. If it ain't broke, don't fix it.MILLER'S LAW. The quality of food in restaurants is in inverse 
proportion to the number of signed celebrity photographs on the wall.WALPOLE'S LAW. Every man has his 
price.Unwritten Laws is a wonderfully entertaining treasury of more than five hundred rules, strategies, and ironical 
insights, with many amendments and corollaries, all associated with particular individuals.Organized alphabetically, 
from Lady Astor ("All women marry beneath them.") to Zeno ("The goal of life is living in agreement with nature."), 
from Woody Allen ("Eighty percent of success is showing up.") to Oscar Wilde ("There are two tragedies in life. One 
is not getting what one wants, and the other is getting it."), Unwritten Laws contains a generous sampling of the 
collective wisdom of humankind.Hugh Rawson not only gives sources and dates for the law's, but annotates them with 
fascinating details. For example, Alfred Lord Tennyson's widely accepted "In the spring a young man's fancy turns 
lightly to thoughts of love" turns out to be a mistake, recent research showing that male testosterone levels are actually 
higher in the fall!This delightful book is as wonderful for browsing as it is for providing guidance over the rocks and 
shoals of life.About the AuthorHUGH RAWSON's popular books on language include Rawson's Dictionary of 
Euphemisms Other Doubletalk, Wicked Words, and Devious Derivations. Director of Penguin Reference Books at 
Penguin USA and a member of The Authors Guild, he lives in Roxbury, Connecticut. 


