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Melissa Rossi : What Every American Should Know About the Middle East before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised What Every American Should Know About the Middle
East:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Smart. BriskBy cdandreaSmart. Brisk. Fair-minded. Based on
actually having been there, rather than second-hand accounts.Most impressive: evidencing afair amount of courage, in
that Ms Rossi says thingg/truths that typically get stifled/censored. | like literary courage.1 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. fascinating intro into a complicated areaBy WoodgeThis is the fourth "What Every
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American Should Know About..." book I've read and just as fascinating as the others. Published in 2008, this book is
filled with facts, history, and the current state of affairs of the countries which comprise the Middle East. Although it's
not the sexiest title in the world, it's abook that | read like a page-turning thriller. | kept putting down the fiction titles
I've been reading and reading thisinstead. Before this book, | only had vague notions of what what was going on in
this part of the world, and little idea of how it got that way. But after reading this, I've got a much better understanding
of the areq, it's diverse people, and how they got there. One thing that stands out is how you just can't paint these
Middle Eastern countries as simply good and bad, black or white. They all have their good and bad points. And the
USA isincluded in that assessment since the USA has had a big hand in shaping Middle Eastern affairs and it's not
always been a helping hand. Nobody comes away cleanly from this book. Not the USA, the British, the French, or the
many charactersin the Middle East. It's amessy world and this book helped me put it in context. Thisisjust
fascinating stuff.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Every American indeed should read thisi!By
ilovedogsWhile dated, it is very informative and helpful in trying to understand the current ME situation. Great
reference and hope it will be updated.

The What Every American Should Know series returns with atimely guide to the region Americans need to
understand the most (and know the least) The latest edition of Melissa Rossi's popular What Every American Should
Know series gives a crash course on one of the most complex and important regions of the world. In this
comprehensive and engaging reference book, Rossi offers a clear analysis of the issues playing out in the Middle East,
delving into each country's history, politics, economy, and religions. Having traveled through the area over the past
year, she exposes firsthand the U.S.'s geopolitical moves and how our presence has affected the region's economic and
political development. Topicsinclude: - Why Iran isviewed as athreat by most Middle East countries - What resource
is more important than petroleum in regional power plays - What's really behind the fighting between Sunni and Shia -
How Saudi Arabiainadvertently feeds the violence in Irag and beyond - How monarchies like those in Jordan and
Qatar are more open and progressive than the so-called republics With answers that will surprise many Americans, and
covering avast history and cultural complexity that will fascinate any student of the world, What Every American
Should Know About the Middle East is a must-read introduction to the most critical region of the twenty-first century.



