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Shari Caudron : What Really Happened  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised What Really Happened: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An absolutely delightful experienceBy James MatejIf you are 
interested in reading about life through the eye's of an honest and insightful observer of such, you will like this book. 
Through her inquisitive and humorous nature, Shari shows us snippets of her everyday life. Snippets that we can all 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0976072912


identify with and after reading them, sit back and say, "Yeah, I know what she's talking about." I found myself being 
deeply touched one moment and the next ready to burst, out loud, into laughter.As I progressed through the essays I 
also found myself realizing something of a more profound nature as to our everyday lives. It seems to me that people, 
as human beings, have set up all kinds of divisions between themselves. Divisions that tend to put people on different 
paths as we are traversing through our lives. As our human nature dictates; we all feel that the path we are on is the 
only right path and everyone not traveling down our specific path is wrong. Through reading Shari's essays, I was able 
to lift myself up over the path I am on and actually see an overview of the path others are on. Through her unabashed, 
personal openness with her readers I felt I was able to see a little of the big picture in life. A picture in which we see 
that life is just life and people are all just people - no matter what path a person takes in their individual quest of the 
human experience.In reading the last two words of the last essay the first thought that came to my mind was, what an 
absolutely delightful experience reading this was. I think you will come to the same conclusion no matter what path 
you are on in this life.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Laughing with Shari CaudronBy Christine 
ArvidsonShari Caudron's "What Really Happened" is like going to the bar with a friend and yakking all night. She's 
that friend you have who tells great stories that always have you nodding your head because you understand just what 
she's saying -- even if she's telling you about doing things or being places you've never been, or are ever likely to be -- 
like the Yangyze River boat she takes you on from the start. She's also that friend you have who is really funny and 
doesn't know it. Read Caudron's book and you'll instantly be transported back into that terrible summer job uniform 
you had to wear (the one that for sure had orange in it somewhere)and remember what it is you learned from having 
done so. Good stuff!

Guilt, envy, procrastination, and why a fully grown woman should not be forced to sleep with fifty other adults in a 
hostel that has communal showers are just some of the topics nationally published columnist Shari Caudron addresses 
in this debut essay collection. With gentle insight and self-deprecating humor, Caudron helps us understand that every 
experience-no matter how difficult or embarrassing-can show us something about ourselves.

About the AuthorShari Caudron is a veteran freelance writer and columnist whose work has appeared in Reader's 
Digest, the Christian Science Monitor, Sunset Magazine, and many other publications. She currently teaches creative 
writing and is a writing coach in Denver, Colorado. 


