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Stephanie Faul : Xenophobe's Guide to the Americans  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Xenophobe's Guide to the Americans: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Witty and informative guide to the culture of specific countries.By 
kanakukkulaI look forward to the publication of this xenophobe series--written informatively by authors who seem to 
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know the culture they write about. A witty and realistic evaluation of the positives and negatives of specific countries. 
I've given several books in this series as gifts, and all recipients like them, and find they are true to their experience 
with specific countries. Will continue to buy more as published in this series.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy Timothy D.A little strange and funny0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very 
InsightfulBy Beat(itudes)I bought this book because it was the only one not available on Kindle!I'm working in a 
multi-cultural organisation and I am amazed to see how profound the anthropological observations actually are.Being 
Swiss myself, I enjoyed reading about many cultures - it's right on (except of course what they write about the Swiss - 
haha!)I recommend you read also the book about your own culture - very insightful!

To many, the American is a strange creature: brash, loud, and a tad on the prideful side. This is a straightforward guide 
to all things American that explains mannerisms, food choices, attitudes, and a bevy of other idiosyncratic 
characteristics with plenty of wit. Perfect for novices to the country or Yankees looking for a bit of self-analysis, this is 
a no-holds-barred look at the red, white, and blue.

.com "Xenophobia--an irrational fear of foreigners, probably justified, always understandable." "Xenophobe's Guides--
an irreverent look at the beliefs and foibles of nations, almost guaranteed to cure Xenophobia." The Xenophobe's 
motto is "Forewarned is forearmed," and this guide series gives travelers to foreign lands as much ammunition as 
possible. In The Xenophobe's Guide to the Americans, Stephanie Faul (herself an American) takes readers on a 
perceptive, ironic, frequently hilarious tour of the American psyche, from its basic traits to its attitudes about sex, 
drugs, and gun control. Discussing the American character, for example, Faul states "Americans believe themselves to 
be the only nation that is truly capable of winning.... Having God on your side in a fight is good. Having the United 
States on your side is better. To an American, they're the same thing." On obsessions she writes: "There are a few, a 
very few things that Americans condemn as being beyond the pale. They include: Growing Old ... Being Fat ... 
Dying." Perhaps Americans themselves are in the best position to appreciate Faul's barbed commentary, but foreign 
visitors will surely find plenty to inform as well as amuse in this slim volume. American readers, take heart: there are 
18 other Xenophobe titles taking equally irreverent potshots at everyone else, from the Australians to the Icelanders. 
"An enlightened new series, good natured, witty and useful. The Xenophobe's Guides to different nations deserves a 
real cheer." --"The European" "Each book is an entertaining essay on the failings, foibles and good points of their 
subjects. Their humour is relaxed and gentle and it would be a sour, churlish native of a subject country who would 
object seriously. "--"The Northern Times "From the Back Cover'Winning is central to the American psyche. As 
American football coach Vince Lombardi put it, "Winning isn't everything. It's the only thing."Virtually every event in 
American life, from school graduation to marriage to buying an automobile, is structured so that one party wins, or at 
least comes out looking better than any of the other participants.'Xenophobia is an irrational fear of foreigners, 
probably justified, always understandable.Xenophobe's Guides - an irreverent look at the beliefs and foibles of nations, 
almost guaranteed to cure Xenophobia. 


